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During the COVID lockdowns, it made intimacy and close connection with family really
difficult. The distance made it very challenging for all of us.
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People not being able to see family for long periods, only getting to go and see parents and
family members now for the first time in years.
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We had to endure lockdowns with patience, without knowing how long it would be. When will
I be able to see my family again?
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I remember spending a lot of time with my family over zoom. It wasn’t the same. It was a
chaotic mess. Instead of being able to do a big family meal with my extended family, we all
organised to get fast food and then be on zoom together to eat. And kids were shouting where
are my nuggets. You couldn’t actually talk to anyone because you couldn’t hear one voice long
enough.
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That zoom didn’t last too long. It was nice enough to see everyone’s faces. To say hey, we’re
family. I know you, and you’re struggling. But it wasn’t a deep connection.
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But even though it was hard and not ideal, we had to use zoom. We still did it. We did it to
continue important relationships.
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I didn’t just say, oh well. If I can’t see you face to face, I will ignore you until this lockdown
ends. See you in 3 months!
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And yet, [ wonder if we do that to God. God, it’s hard to talk to and hear from you. I would
much prefer it if you spoke to me directly and not through the bible.
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Is it possible that the challenges we face living in a sinful world, cut off from full intimacy with
God, tempt us into putting distance between Him and us?
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Going through the book of Romans. Made New.
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A wonderful picture that despite our shame, sin, and unrighteousness before a good God, he
justifies us. He wipes away our shame and sin, and pain. So that we can stand before him, Jesus
at his side, Jesus points to us and says, ‘I died for these’. Our identity is now in God, not in who
we were before him. We have a new legal standing before God, and today we’re going to see
that we have been saved for a purpose, a relationship
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The challenge for us today is to see our identity as his children and have greater intimacy,
despite the challenges around us. To help us as we groan, and wait, and suffer.
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Today, the challenge will be to help us live while we wait, which is what it means to be a child
of God, to grow close to God in intimacy despite pain and distance waiting for him.
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1. The present hope of Adoption & TF LT &5 63%H 2

Throughout Romans, Paul has looked at salvation from a legal perspective. We were justified in
Jesus. But now, he looks at salvation from a relational perspective.
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We start with a beautiful picture of adoption, being brought into God’s family. We are going to
go through these first verses slowly before going through the rest because it is so significant
that God adopts us.
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14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.
14 B % Lk B a9 E 5| F a9 AR LR a) LT

What makes a person a child of God? Who decides the adoption? It seems like in the moment it
is us. I remember myself when I heard the gospel and chose to follow Jesus. But Paul is saying
here that only those who have the Spirit of God are the children of God. My feelings were
confirmation of what God was already doing.
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It is true of all people who follow Jesus, if you, by faith in Jesus belong to Jesus, you have
God’s Spirit.
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As we start to talk about the adoption to be God’s children. I can’t help but think of the scenes

in movies like Annie, at the orphanage. Adoption is never started by the child. No child goes

and finds an adult and says — you, you will be my parent. God is the one who has come and
found us, given us his Spirit to invite us to be his children.
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And what does the Holy Spirit do? Changes our relationship with God.
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15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather,
the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.
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This is one of the most important themes of the bible. God made a people in the garden to be
his children. They chose to reject him. God chose Israel, a people to be his own, but they too
rejected him. So, God sends his own son to bring us into his family.
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Adoption to be God’s children is the whole point of redemption. Jesus doesn’t just pay for our
sins to make us better, but for a purpose to be in relationship with God, in his family.
WENAH LT XEBAEL T L) ZBEENEINETE, R TRAZAHERMERRT
I AR AT A EARAE, AL T KM B MR, KA EEN—O T,



Traditional

God takes us who were slaves, stuck in sin, fearful of God and his wrath, and brings us close.
He adopts us into his family as his sons.
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This book is called Romans, and in the Roman world adoption was a much more customary
practice. Adoption usually occurred when a wealthy adult had no heir for their estate. He would
then adopt someone, a child, a teenager, or an adult.
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The moment adoption occurred, their debts were paid, they receive a new name and are
instantly the heir of all that their father had, and third, the father became responsible for all of
his actions. But also, the new son had new obligations, to honour and please the father.
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All of this cultural understanding sits behind verse 15. God adopts people to be his sons. In our

time, it is considered insensitive to refer to men and women as sons. But it’s important for us to
understand the point Paul is making.
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In Rome, the status of sonship, as the position of power and privilege, that was only given to
males. But Paul is actually radical when he applies it to everyone, males and females, all are
Gods heirs now.
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It was a culturally subversive thing for Paul to do then, as it is now, to take a masculine only
institution, and show that in Jesus, adoption to the place of power and privilege is for females as
well as males without distinction.
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God uses different metaphors for males and females. So, women shouldn’t resent being called
Sons of God, just like men shouldn’t resent being called the Bride of Christ, even when it
initially sounds strange to our ears.
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Salvation and adoption are for relationship.
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And because God has brought us close to him as his Sons, we can have the greatest intimacy.
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15 And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
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Kids, it’s great to have you in church today. Question for you, put your hand up if you’d like to
answer. What do you call your parents?
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Dad? Daddy? Mummy?
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And what do you call them when you want something? Daddy / Mummy?
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When our children request things of their parents, they do so based on intimacy. I am the only
one who can call on you like this.
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Paul tells us that we are brought before God as his Sons, with all the power, responsibility and
privilege. But also we get to cry out to him by the power of the Spirit abba. Dad. It’s such an
intimate term that shows trusting familiarity, and this is how we approach the All Powerful
Creator of the universe.
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God is no longer a distant God who we believe in intellectually or theologically only. But a
father we can cry out to. Abba, Dad, was a word children would use first for their father, and
expresses deep emotions and real knowledge of God.
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And there’s a wonderful benefit to adoption and being able to cry out to him.
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Assurance of our relationship now.
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Paul says
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16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
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It’s as if we are crying out to God for help, for assurance, for comfort, and the Spirit comes
alongside us and is a witness. One that testiﬁes
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You can look at your life, and know you’re trusting in Jesus. See how your life has changed
since following Jesus, trusting in his promises. We can have a measure of confidence based on
the fruit in our lives.
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But the Spirit also comes alongside us and testifies. It seems to be a direct testimony in our
hearts. Potentially a sense of God’s presence in our hearts, we don’t get this all the time, or
even often. But there will be times when we cry out to God as our father, as our dad, we found

ourselves deeply assured that he really is our father. This is the Spirit’s work in us that we are
his children.
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When we were in COVID lockdown, meeting together over zoom was good, but it made us

look forward to the future, which wasn’t over screens. For the Christian, they are promised a
better future and long for it.
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17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
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This is again radical for the time. In the ancient world, the heir was the one that received the
largest share of their parents wealth and carried on the family name. But now, in another radical
turn, Paul says we are all heirs. We all get the majority of God’s wealth. It’s as if what God has
in store for us is so grand and glorious that it will feel like we each have received far more than
we deserve.
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Beautiful picture of what it means to be God’s child.
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Thomas Watson, English Preacher said,
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Since God has a Son of his own, and such a Son, how wonderful God’s love in adopting
us! We needed a Father, but He did not need sons.
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His child, with full standing, intimacy, and assurance.
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Have you ever heard of a lifeguard pulling someone out of the water and asking to be their best
friend? Or the firefighter who pulls a person out of a burning building inviting them over to a
bbq? It’s the job of the lifeguard and firefighter to save people, but they don’t have relationship
with them.
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God doesn’t save people and say, there you go, keep living how you were living. Just say
thanks.
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I’m not sure what your relationship is like with your parents. Whether they were good loving
parents. Whether they were physically present but emotionally absent, or abusive. All of this
influences our view of God as Father.
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Beautiful picture here is of a God who delights in us, and wants us to draw close to him. It’s a
radical life change. We have been saved for a purpose, called into relationship, to be able to cry
out to our father. Is this something you have forgotten?
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2. The future hope of Adoption X R X -F 8 L5 8HZ
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Beautiful picture of adoption as God’s children. But that’s not where Paul stops. Much like the
challenge of having deep relationships throughout COVID lockdowns and zoom screens, Paul
moves to speak about our challenges and suffering while we await adoption.
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We are adopted, but we’re also waiting to be adopted. It’s often called the now / not yet tension.
We are God’s children. We have wonderful intimacy with his, we get to call him Abba. But we
don’t have everything. Still waiting to see him fully.
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There are challenges around us, and there are challenges within us.
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Paul talks of 2 aspects to the challenge of waiting for Jesus to return. The suffering around us in
creation. And the suffering the Christians experiences.
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Verse 20 tells us that because of the sin of Adam and Eve, it impacted not just people, but also
the world.
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20 For the creation was subjected to frustration,
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Nature is not what it should be. It is subjected to frustration. It is not as beautiful or as great as
1t was created to be. Humans were made to care for the world, to be its stewards. But because
our sin, just like humanity, the whole creation has been in bondage to decay.
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I was at the dentist the other day. And one of my favourite things about this dentist is that they
have tv screens on the ceiling. So, as I’'m lying there trying not to think about the noises, oh and
just so you know, my dentist was happy, easy visit, but I’ m lying there, looking at the screen a
metre above my head. Watching cute fluffy penguins.
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And every shot had pictures of ice falling off of cliffs, ice melting, and little penguins being
separated as ice drifted apart. Couldn’t help but think, what is the impact of mankind on the
world? And whether you subscribe completely to climate change, or think it’s overblown — we
don’t need to look much further than the floods and fires in our country in the last couple of
years to realise that there is something wrong.
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Paul says that the creation is groaning, verse 22,
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as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.
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There is pain and misery. No experience in this creation is untainted by pain.
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But none of this is that last word. Verse 21
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21 creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
freedom and glory of the children of God.
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Creation itself is looking forward to our freedom and glory in Jesus, to our adoption.
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But it’s not just creation that groaning. We’re groaning as we wait for Jesus to return too.
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Verse 23.
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but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.
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We now have the first fruits. The first part of the harvest, a taste of what is to come. But we are
also awaiting adoption. And the redemption of our bodies.
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Creation is eagerly awaiting our redemption for it’s restoration. And so are our bodies.
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Paul can say earlier in verse 15 that we are adopted, but also here that we eagerly await
adoption. It’s as if the legal papers have been signed, but we’re waiting on the full family
resemblance and the celebration when we are brought home.
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I know a family who have adopted children and they celebrate 2 different days. The child’s
birthday, and the day that they were brought home. And how true is that of us.
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We celebrate and remember the day we came to know the love of God for us, but also, we’re
waiting to celebrate the day when we are home with him.
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And so we wait. We eagerly wait in hope for what is to come. Verse 24. We are hoping for
what we do not have. Hoping for the redemption of our bodies. Not just from the physical pain,
from bodies that fail and break down as we age, and seem as if they are against us.
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But bodies that also fight against our desire to be with God.
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Redeemed bodies that will no longer be tempted to sin. As chapter 7 spoke about.
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But can enjoy life with joy, undivided.
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And so we groan now, because this is not our home. We are in a fallen creation, with bodies
that are against our desire to follow our father. And God’s Spirit helps us to groan to him in
need.
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This is not our home.
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But we are adopted, and awaiting adoption.
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Hope is an expectant waiting.
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The Christian is to live with our bags packed, waiting with expectation for the hope that is to
come.
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Conclusion

Our relationship with God helps us now to endure this waiting, and the suffering that comes
while we wait.
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So what do we do now?
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We enjoy relationship with God, we grow closer in intimacy. And we see suffering, challenges
as labour pains. Because our hope is yet to come.
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[ had COVID in January. And I promise that I’1l stop talking about COVID soon. I kicked Isaac
out of his room, to isolate from my family. And one of the few things I was able to do, was read
to them. I remember reading to my kids, they had to slide the book across to me. And I’d read.
It was fine, it was good. It was something I was able to do to love my kids when I couldn’t do
much else.
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And I remember Micah saying, Dad I just want a hug.
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A whilst I longed to hug them, I didn’t cut off all connection because it wasn’t ideal. Despite
the challenge of the season, there was still relationship and longing for what was to come.
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That is where we sit right now. We are
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It is as if we relate to God through a zoom screen, we talk in prayer, we hear through his word.
Waiting for the full adoption where we will see him face to face. But that doesn’t mean we
ignore him now because it isn’t ideal!
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Brothers and sisters.
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If you’re not following this God, maybe you’re not sure what it looks like to pray. I want this
relationship, I’m groaning, and there’s no body to help me. You may never have felt valued or
loved by your father, but there is a heavenly father who not only forgives and deals with our
sins, but adopts us, calls us to cry out to him. Come and pray with me down the front after
church.
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I know someone is sitting here today, wondering if God is hearing their prayers. Some is
groaning and crying out to God for help. It might be challenges at home, or at work. Might be
groaning about the battles with your body, or with the desires of your flesh that you want to get
rid of.
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The wonderful promise of the bible is that God has adopted us. He has chosen to. And we get to
cry out to him intimately today. He knows our struggles, the challenges we face from creation
groaning, challenges of family and life, and our own sinful hearts. Cry out to the God who
knows you and calls me close.
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